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Woodland Management
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F

or centuries, people have managed woodlands to get a good supply of timber for
firewood and as a building material. Over the years, the wildlife associated with
woodlands has evolved and adapted to take advantage of the way that woodlands change.
There are various aspects to managing a woodland:

Wood Anemone

Harvesting
Different tree species grow at different rates but all reach a stage of maturity before they
start to decay and then die. If the trees are grown for their timber they are harvested as they
mature. However, some old trees are always left, as decaying wood is an important habitat
for many insects and species of fungi.

Planting
Young trees need to be planted to replace those that have been harvested. Different species
of trees flourish on different soils so the type to be planted needs to be chosen carefully.
At Norbury Park we plant native species which support a wide range of animals.
New planting needs to be protected from pests like deer, rabbits and squirrels by
staking and tubes.

Woodlands for Wildlife
A woodland with a variety of different sized trees and shrubs, open sunny tracks
and different tree species will encourage wildlife. Dense, shady plantations
where trees are all the same age do not provide such good habitats for
plants and animals.
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Thinning
Trees require space to grow and mature
so we have to thin out some of the
weaker ones to leave space for
the others to grow.
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Coppice Management
What is coppicing?

created by the big trees. However, coppicing lets in the light every few years so these small
flowering plants can thrive.

Coppicing is an ancient woodland craft. Trees are cut down to the ground on a regular
basis. The roots of the old tree survive and send up new shoots. These shoots, known as
poles, are allowed to grow until they reach the required size which takes between 7 and
25 years.

In turn, these flowers provide a source of food for a huge number of woodland animals
including butterflies and birds.

The coppice cycle:

The poles are then used for firewood, fencing & hedgelaying materials or thatching spars.
The woodmen would have divided their woodland up into different compartments and
each of these would be cut in a different year to provide a continuous supply of timber.

1 Deciduous trees such as hazel, ash and lime are cut back
to ground level. The stumps are known as stools.

In between the coppicing, a few of the best trees would be allowed to grow to maturity.
These were known as maidens or standards and provided larger timber which could be
used for everything from barns to battleships.

2 A hazel stool in the first summer after coppicing. The old roots have
thrown up new shoots and the extra light allows flowers to flourish on the
ground around the stool.

Why is coppicing good for wildlife?

3 The same stool eight years later. It is now ready to be coppiced
for uses where slim poles are needed.

The process of coppicing creates a cycle of sunlight and darkness on the woodland floor.
In a mature woodland, plants like primroses and bluebells cannot grow in the deep shade
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Green Woodpecker

Chalk Grassland
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I

n the south-east of England, chalk grassland is a rare and fragile habitat that is fast
disappearing. This grassland supports a rich diversity of beautiful flowers which in turn
attract many types of insects and birds. Many of these flowers can only survive in the
bright, open conditions of low grassland. If trees and scrub grow up over them, they are
soon shaded out.

Rock Rose

To ensure that this important grassland does not revert back to woodland it is important
to use one or more of these management techniques.

Grazing

Mistle Thrush

For thousands of years, the traditional method of keeping scrub at bay has been by
grazing. Horses, cattle, sheep and goats can all be used. The choice of animals will
depend on what height of grass and which species need to be retained to create the
best environment for wildlife.
On Norbury Park sheep are used from September onwards after all the flowers
have shed their seeds. We use portable electric fencing to stop the sheep from
straying for the short period that they are on the site.

Scrub Management

St John’s Wort
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Invasive woody species such as hawthorn, blackthorn and dogwood need to be kept in
check to ensure that the smaller flowering plants are not shaded out. In places, where the
scrub has really taken hold, the trees are cut back using
chainsaws or bowsaws to allow the grass to flourish.

Mowing
This can be used in conjunction with grazing or as
an alternative. It mimics the old tradition of cutting
meadows for hay.

However, the boundaries between scrub and open
grassland are also an important habitat so some areas
of scrub are left.
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NORBURY PARK WOODLAND
MANAGEMENT TRAIL
W

elcome to Norbury Park. If you have some time to spare, why not
follow our Woodland Trail?

This route will take you on a 4 km walk where you can discover
more about the trees and woodland of this area. You can find out why
woodlands need to be managed and learn more about the wildlife that
lives on Norbury Park.
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The best way to follow the route is by picking up a free
copy of the Woodland Trail booklet from Bocketts Farm.
The trail starts at this panel.
Along the route, you will see wooden posts with a letter
carved into them. These letters correspond to the
sections in the booklet.
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Norbury Park is owned and managed by Surrey County Council which has
created this trail to help visitors find out more about Surrey’s woodlands.
This trail and booklet has been sponsored by Esso UK plc which has its UK
headquarters in Leatherhead.
The support from Esso for this trail is part of the company’s commitment to
their major initiative for the millennium, “Trees of Time and Place”.
This project is all about making a living contribution to the future. It
encourages you to gather seeds from your favourite tree, to sow
them and grow a personal seedling which can be planted back
into its natural environment to be enjoyed by future generations.
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This panel was unveiled on Friday 28th May 1999 by the
Chairman of Surrey County Council, Mrs Heather D Hawker and
Chairman of Esso UK plc, Dr Keith Taylor.
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